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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
You are receiving this eblast as OPPI has switched its monthly The Planner newsletter to a
weekly eblast. We will share the most important information and resources with members every
Tuesday. If you have any questions, suggestions and ideas, please contact us at
communications@ontarioplanners.ca.

Here's What You Need to Know Right Now

Member Updates for the Week of June 16
Here is what OPPI members need to know this week:
Beginning June 30, OPPI will change the frequency
of the weekly Planner to bi-weekly. The move to a biweekly issue allows for a managed return to regularly
scheduled member communications. OPPI will continue
to provide members with important information and

resources in the bi-weekly format for the foreseeable
future. If the public health situation changes, OPPI will
revert back to a weekly eblast to support members. If
members have any questions about this switch, please
contact OPPI at communications@ontarioplanners.ca.
The temporary suspension of Planning Act timelines
ends June 22, 2020. On June 12, Minister Steve Clark
issued a letter to Councils and Clerks announcing this
transition back to the pre-pandemic timelines. More
information and a copy of the letter can be found in our
Legislative Corner Updates section.
OPPI is sending out a last call for article ideas for our upcoming Y Magazine issue
on resiliency and recovery from COVID-19. How does the pandemic impact areas
such as public transit, office space, schools, public health and long-term care,
construction and development, and many others? Please visit the Other OPPI News
section for more information and contact OPPI's Editor, Carolyn Camilleri.
For members who may have missed it, OPPI20 is going virtual! More information
can be found below in the Other OPPI News section. Are you a member whose #OPPI20
session was accepted? As we continue to develop our virtual program over the summer,
it's important that we hear from you and whether you would like to present in a virtual
format at OPPI20. Our session speakers are a critical part of making OPPI20 a success!
Please contact OPPI at oppi@absolutevents.com by June 29.
Thank you for attending our third Forum Friday webinar on June 12. Thank you to
everyone who joined us for our third webinar session on June 12. OPPI will notify
members when this recording is available on our Digital Learning site. Our June 5th
webinar is now available. More information can be found below in the CPL section.
OPPI thanks members for your assistance and patience during this time as we focus on
providing the information you need to do your jobs. If you have any questions and suggestions
about this weekly eblast, please contact OPPI at communications@ontarioplanners.ca.

OPPI Continuous Professional Learning
Let's Talk Salt and How We Can Improve Parking Lot Management
The management of parking lots in winter has
become an increasingly fraught exercise, with
several issues effecting the decisions of parking
lot managers and the contractors. Most of these
decisions relate to public safety, liability, and the
cost of insurance, but the environmental impacts
of the salt we use on parking lots is becoming
increasingly clear and should be a part of these decisions. Planners can plan a role in
combating this issue by requiring specific parking lot design features, through the site plan
approval processes that will make them easier to maintain with less salt to achieve safe
conditions.
Read more in our latest blog post from Pamela Strong, Integrated Watershed Management

Specialist for the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority in her "Let's Talk Salt And How
We Can Improve Parking Lot Management" post.

Thank You For Attending Our Third Forum Friday Webinar
OPPI would like to thank members for attending
our third Forum Friday webinar on June 12th.
OPPI would also like to thank our panelists Dana
Anderson, RPP, Sharon Mittmann, RPP and
Leith Moore.
Members will be notified when this recording is
available on our Digital Learning site. For now,
members can access the recording by clicking here. Please visit our website to learn more
about our Forum Friday sessions.

Watch OPPI's Book Club Discussion With Joe Berridge on Digital
Learning
OPPI would like to thank members for attending
our online book club meeting on May 26 with Joe
Berridge to discuss his book, Perfect City.
Members who missed out on this conversation
can now view it on OPPI's Digital Learning site.
OPPI would also like to thank Joe Berridge for
taking the time to sit with members and answer
their questions.

June 5th Forum Friday Webinar Available on Digital Learning
OPPI would like to thank members for attending our
second Forum Friday webinar on June 5th. OPPI
would also like to thank host Claire Basinski, RPP
and panelists Michelle Banfield, RPP, Jason
Ferrigan, RPP and Andy Reside for their
participation.
If members missed this webinar, or you would like
to review it again, the recording is now available on
OPPI's Digital Learning site. All Forum Friday webinars will be uploaded to Digital Learning for
members to access.

ICYMI: Planning for Catalytic Reinvestment in Southwestern Ontario
Cities at OPPI19

As members start to think about what recovery could look like, resiliency and readiness will be
the central themes for many communities now and post-pandemic.
OPPI is sharing previous webinars and Conference sessions to access during this pandemic
period like the Planning for Catalytic Reinvestment in Southwestern Ontario Cities from
OPPI19.
The cities of Kitchener, London and Windsor are mid-sized cities but the in-progress
renaissance of this once industrial heartland is anything but middle-of-the-road. Now, well into
the 21 century, these cities are entering an era of a new kind of planning, and a new kind of
prosperity, attracting what Richard Florida would describes as the “creative class”, a young and
well-educated workforce looking for in-demand jobs and also an urban lifestyle that is both
attractive and affordable. In this session, participants will learn from practical examples about
how a range of public investment and policy interventions can be used to align re-investment
aspirations and outcomes, learn from the experience of others in implementing Planning Act reinvestment tools such as Community Improvement Plans across a variety of community
contexts, and learn how to spark ideas for new partnerships that can be leveraged to achieve
planning objectives including downtown reinvestment, place-making and economic
development.
Log in to our Digital Learning portal to view this and many other webinars, listen to
podcasts...and so much more!
VISIT DIGITAL LEARNING AND WATCH NOW

Legislative Corner Updates
Planning Act Timeline Suspension Ends June 22, 2020

On June 12, a letter was issued by Minister Steve Clark
to Councils and Clerks informing them of the end of the
temporary suspension of Planning Act timelines starting
June 22, 2020. The letter also states that "we [MMAH]
encourage you to continue to use electronic and virtual
channels, as appropriate, to engage and provide the
public with an opportunity to make representations on
planning matters, while following the advice of Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health." OPPI
will share any further information we receive with members as it becomes available. This letter
will also be posted on OPPI's COVID-19 resource webpage for reference.

Ontario Proposing Temporary Ban On Commercial Evictions
On June 8, the Ontario government announced it
intends to take action to protect commercial tenants from
being locked out or having their assets seized by their
landlords due to the negative impacts of COVID-19 with
proposed changes to the Commercial Tenancies Act.
For more information on this announcement, please visit
the Government of Ontario website.

Ontario Introduces Public Transit Safety Guidance
On June 11, the Ontario government released
comprehensive safety guidance for public transit
agencies as the province reopens and more people
return to work. This guidance, developed in consultation
with health and transit officials, provides transit agencies
with the information they need to help protect
employees and passengers during the COVID-19
outbreak. For more information on this announcement, and the guide, please visit the
Government of Ontario website.

Regulations Open for Comment
Ontario's Environmental Registry website has posted an important notice temporarily exempting
ministries from the minimum 30-day consultation requirements to post proposals for acts,
regulations, policies and instruments to the Environmental Registry. OPPI will continue to
monitor the registry website and provide items open for comment, when available.
We know members are busy working through other priorities, but for those who can provide
comments the following regulatory items are open for public comment (deadlines in brackets):
Proposed amendment to a regulation under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 relating
to forest operations in Crown forests (June 18, 2020)

Frequently Asked Questions
Each week we will share questions received from the membership with answers (if we have
them). When we don't have the answer, we will open it up to you to share any best practices
and solutions you've found that work. We will share all of these answers, solutions and
everything else with members and a complete list can be found on our resource webpage in
the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section.

Q: Are There Opportunities to Allow Municipalities to Expedite
Approvals?
A: This answer came from a briefing with Ontario Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing and does not represent legal
interpretation but provides a summary of OPPI's notes and
insight into the Ministry's thought process.
The Ministry is diving into that question to determine what can
be done to support economic recovery at large and would be
open to suggestions.

Member Resources
Each week we will share resources with members for your benefit and interest. If you have any
resources, best practices or guides you would like to share with members, please contact OPPI
at info@ontarioplanners.ca and we will feature it in this weekly newsletter and add it to our
resource list.

Check Out OPPI's Indigenous Resource List
OPPI's Indigenous Planning Perspectives Task
Force Report recommends "that OPPI facilitate
access to resources and learning on Indigenous
topics." One method OPPI is undertaking to
facilitate access is through the creation of a
curated list of resources.
The resource list provides suggestions and access
to some resources to encourage learning on
Indigenous topics. It is not intended to be comprehensive and should be seen as a starting
point for planning practitioners and other related professions in their respective learning
journeys.
The resource list is revised quarterly, to reflect the availability of new or updated resources and

you are encouraged to provide suggestions for additional resources to include on the list. It can
be accessed on the OPPI website.
Featured Resource
June marks National Indigenous History Month, and National Indigenous Peoples’ Day is
Sunday, June 21st in Canada. As professional planners working in the public interest, it is
important to ensure we are conversant in the history of Canada, and the histories of peoples
who have lived here since time immemorial. To that end, the University of Alberta offers a free,
massive open online course (MOOC) that explores Indigenous histories in Canada. You can
learn more and register for the course here.
If you have any additional resources you would like OPPI to share through its Resource List,
please contact OPPI's Education Manager, Ryan Des Roches.

City of Vancouver COVID-19 Housing Response and Recovery
Presentation
On April 29, a presentation was made to
Vancouver City Council highlighting the City's
planned response and recovery, and its
immediate focus on housing in the Vancouver
area.
Members may find this presentation useful as
they begin to think about recovery and how to
make their communities more resilient coming out of the pandemic. The presentation can be
accessed directly by clicking here.
Members can also visit OPPI's COVID-19 resource webpage for a complete list of resources
and information.

Upcoming Member Events
As Ontario begins to recover from COVID-19, and the summer approaches, the opportunity to
hold events may grow. OPPI will return to a district eblast format as more events are
scheduled. We will notify members about the return to this format and the frequency when we
have more information. If you need to contact OPPI about District events, please write
to learning@ontarioplanners.ca. For now, we will highlight events in the Planner.
Please see the list below for current upcoming events. Members can always visit OPPI's events
webpage for more information and a complete listing.
Western Lake Ontario District Photo Contest (June 5 - July 31)
Western Lake Ontario District Book Club (June 22 - August 28)
Lakeland District Province-Wide Book Club (ends August 31)

Other OPPI News
Last Call for Y Magazine Article Ideas for COVID-19 Pandemic Issue
Our next issue of Y Magazine focuses on the examples of resiliency,
and what we should be thinking about as we recover from the
COVID-19 pandemic. How does the pandemic impact areas such as
public transit, office space, schools, public health and long-term care,
construction and development, and many others?
OPPI is seeking article ideas, topics and interview subjects to
explore in this issue. This is a last call to members for ideas.
Members interested in getting involved can contact OPPI's
Editor, Carolyn Camilleri, by email at editor@ontarioplanners.ca.

ICYMI: Coming to a Screen Near You - OPPI20 Goes Virtual!

OPPI is pleased to announce to members that we are coming to a screen near you by going
virtual for our 2020 Conference!
Are you a member whose OPPI20 session was accepted? As we continue to develop our
virtual program over the summer, it's important that we hear from you and whether you would
like to present in a virtual format at OPPI20. Our session speakers are a critical part of making
OPPI20 a success! Please contact OPPI at oppi@absolutevents.com by June 29.
More information, including registration and conference pricing will be made available this
summer. OPPI welcomes returning and new sponsors for OPPI20. We value our relationships
with our conference sponsors, and we will continue to profile your services and products that
support and sustain community planning in Ontario. In the meantime, please consult our
OPPI20 conference webpages for information and FAQ.

Share Your Home Office Setup/Happy Place with OPPI
Each week we want to share a little bit of good news with members. OPPI is asking members
to snap photos of their work space (at home or elsewhere) or of their happy place and provide
a sentence or two describing what makes your space or happy place so great. Please email

your photos and information to communications@ontarioplanners.ca and we will share it each
week. Selected members will receive some OPPI swag as a thank you once the office reopens.
This week's entry comes from the Chair of OPPI's Eastern District, Erin O'Connor:
"As I work from home, apparently my office mate doesn't feel as excited about planning as I do.
My cat Kali is fast asleep on the job. To be fair, she's always sleeping on the job."

OPPI Job Postings
Targeted to planners, search the OPPI Job Ads to save you time and effort when looking for a
new position. Please see the current active postings below:
Planner - Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (full time)
Watershed Planner - Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority (full time)
Land Use Planner/Project Manager (full time)
Planning Administrative Assistant - Town of Mono (full time)
Director - Operations and Environmental Services - Town of Ajax (full time)

FOLLOW OPPI ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow OPPI for updates and information related to COVID-19.

ONTARIO PROFESSIONAL

CONTACT US

PLANNERS INSTITUTE
234 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 201

T: 416-483-1873 or 1-800-668-1448
F: 416-483-7830

Toronto, Ontario M4P 1K5

info@ontarioplanners.ca

