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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
You are receiving this eblast as OPPI has switched its monthly The Planner newsletter to a
weekly eblast. We will share the most important information and resources with members every
Tuesday. If you have any questions, suggestions and ideas, please contact us at
info@ontarioplanners.ca.

Here's What You Need to Know Right Now

Member Updates for the Week of May 19
Here is what OPPI members need to know this week:
On May 12th, OPPI Council held a meeting to discuss
and develop a resiliency plan for the Institute as we
continue to work through COVID-19. More information
can be found below in the Other OPPI news section.
OPPI would like to remind members of the 2020
Member Service Awards. If there is a member in your
District that deserves recognition, please let us know!
More information can be found below in the Other OPPI
News section.

On May 22nd OPPI launches its new annual bi-weekly webinar series called Forum
Friday. We will discuss the topics that are top-of-mind for the membership, invite guest
speakers, and answer your questions. Information for the first session on May 22nd can
be found below in our CPL section. Stay tuned for future webinar topics and speakers.
Eastern District is hosting a virtual district event on May 28th focusing on
planning post-COVID-19. More information can be found below in our Member
Resources section and on our events webpage.
OPPI wants to thank members for your assistance and patience during this time as we focus on
providing the information you need to do your jobs. If you have any questions and suggestions
about this weekly eblast, please contact OPPI at info@ontarioplanners.ca.

OPPI Continuous Professional Learning
OPPI Forum Friday: Roundtable with RPCO (May 22)
Starting May 22nd, from 12:15 - 1:15 p.m., OPPI
launches its Forum Friday webinar series.
On a bi-weekly basis, OPPI hosts eight timely and
relevant webinars for members on the topics you want to
hear more about. We will bring in guest speakers to
discuss topics and issues, and it will be hosted by a
member of OPPI Council and/or staff.
For our very first webinar to kick off our first season of
Forum Friday, OPPI has invited members of the Regional Planning Commissioners of Ontario
(RPCO) for a roundtable discussion on the state of planning as it stands during COVID-19,
what are some of the challenges faced, what is working well and where are there opportunities
to enhance planning as a result of the pandemic? Participants include:
Paige Agnew, RPP, Director of Planning, Building and Licensing Services for the City of
Kingston
Rino Mostacci, RPP, Commissioner, Planning & Development Services for Niagara
Region
Steve Robichaud, RPP, Director, Planning and Chief Planner for the City of Hamilton
If you haven't already, please register for this free webinar and submit your questions in
advance by clicking on the button below. More information on future webinars will be shared
with members. Please note: these sessions will be recorded and uploaded to OPPI's Digital
Learning site. In the meantime, you can always visit our website for information on our Forum
Friday sessions.
REGISTER TODAY

RPP Interview Series on Recovering from the COVID-19 Crisis: Scott
Taylor, RPP (Grey County)

COVID-19 is affecting every aspect of life in all communities across the province and the
country and around the world. While many RPPs are playing important roles in responding to
the immediate crisis, planning skills and expertise will be especially needed in guiding decisions
throughout the recovery process and establishing measures that build resiliency for the future.
In this series of special interviews, we asked RPPs what they are focusing on now as we look
towards recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic.
"As a municipal planner, I’m thinking about what we can do now, to ensure the economy
recovers in an expeditious fashion. Although some construction projects may currently be shut
down, we can be working on approvals and agreements to ensure that construction is ready to
go as soon as safely possible."
The second interview in this series comes to us from Scott Taylor, RPP, Senior Planner at
Grey County.
As the series of interviews grows, members will be able to find a complete list of interviews on
our Planning Exchange Blog. If members have any questions or would like to get involved,
please contact OPPI's Editor, Carolyn Camilleri, at editor@ontarioplanners.ca.

ICYMI: Planning Directors Talk Uneven Growth at OPPI19

As members start to think about what recovery could look like, resiliency and readiness will be
the central themes for many communities now and post-pandemic.
OPPI would like to share previous webinars and Conference sessions to access during this
pandemic period like the Planning Directors Talk Uneven Growth panel discussion from
OPPI19.
How will the pandemic impact the uneven growth challenges Ontario already faces? How is the
Ontario planning system equipped to manage? This panel of expert planners, facilitated by
then OPPI President-Elect Justine Giancola, explore the factors that drive growth in Ontario
and the factors that make it uneven, providing some valuable insights as communities face
unprecedented times.
Log in to our Digital Learning portal to view this and many other webinars, listen to
podcasts...and so much more!
VISIT DIGITAL LEARNING AND WATCH NOW

Legislative Corner Updates
Regulations Open for Comment
Ontario's Environmental Registry website has posted an important notice temporarily exempting
ministries from the minimum 30-day consultation requirements to post proposals for acts,
regulations, policies and instruments to the Environmental Registry. OPPI will continue to
monitor the registry website and provide items open for comment, when available.
We know members are busy working through other priorities, but for those who can provide
comments the following regulatory items are open for public comment (deadlines in brackets):

New Statement of Environmental Values for Ministry of Infrastructure (May 25, 2020)
Proposal to identify and protect a corridor of land for future electricity infrastructure in the
Greater Toronto Area (June 8, 2020)

Frequently Asked Questions
Each week we will share questions received from the membership with answers (if we have
them). When we don't have the answer, we will open it up to you to share any best practices
and solutions you've found that work. We will share all of these answers, solutions and
everything else with members and a complete list can be found on our resource webpage in
the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section.

Q: For Municipalities That Want to Move Forward on Planning
Applications, How Can Statutory Public Meetings Be Held Virtually?
A: This answer came from a recent briefing with Ontario
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing and does not
represent legal interpretation but provides a summary of OPPI's
notes and insight into the Ministry’s thought process.
There’s nothing in the Planning Act holding a municipality back
from holding a virtual public meeting or open house. In the
Environmental Registry notice, a section at the end provides
detail about tools that can be used to hold these meetings
virtually. Local decisions need to be made about
operational/technology support and approach. The notice needs to outline the virtual ‘location’
and explain how participation can happen – Ministry is seeing a lot of different ways
municipalities are doing this, including sharing of options across planning departments. More
municipalities with greater capacity are turning their attention to this now. RPPs, have you held
a virtual meeting?
Please share your suggestions for making it successful by contacting OPPI at
info@ontarioplanners.ca.

Member Resources
Each week we will share resources with members for your benefit and interest. If you have any
resources, best practices or guides you would like to share with members, please contact OPPI
at info@ontarioplanners.ca and we will feature it in this weekly newsletter and add it to our
resource list.

Eastern District Planning Post-COVID-19 Brainstorming Session on

May 28
There is a lot of speculation, but not a lot of
consensus, regarding how COVID-19 may change
land use planning and community development into
the future.
Rather than host a single speaker, this session will
consist of focused discussion, with participants sharing
their thoughts and ideas. Notes will be taken by the
organizer and shared with participants after the
discussion.
Date and Time: May 28, 2020 from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Meeting Information: This event will be held on Zoom. Please contact Irvin Marucelj for more
information. The day before the event, the log in information will be emailed to registrants.
Information can also be found on OPPI's events webpage.

City of Ottawa Committee Agendas Encouraging Electronic
Participation
On May 11th and 14th, the City of Ottawa held two
committee meetings - Planning Committee and the
Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee (May 11) and
Planning Committee (May 14). For both of these public
meetings, the City informed its residents about how they
can participate electronically. We want to share this with members to inform your own efforts.
OPPI would like to thank the City of Ottawa for providing these documents.
Planning Committee and the Agricultural and Rural Affairs Committee Agenda
Planning Committee Agenda
Members can also visit OPPI's COVID-19 resource webpage for a complete list of resources
and information.

Other OPPI News
OPPI May Council Meeting Recap
An OPPI Council meeting was called on May 12th
to begin the development of OPPI's resiliency
plan. OPPI's Executive Committee authorized the
plan to help bridge the next 18-24 months to help
navigate the organization in these uncertain times
and between OPPI's current Strategic Plan and
its next one that may be developed.

This Council meeting was led by facilitator
Meredith Low who is assisting OPPI in the
development of this resiliency plan. In addition to
this, OPPI Council reviewed the Institute's
financial outlook for the remainder of the year and
also considered the Professional Standards
Committee work plan and budget to enhance
professional standards review.
The next regularly scheduled Council meeting will
take place in June. OPPI will share more information about this upcoming meeting as we get
closer.

Don't Forget to Recognize Someone For A Member Service Award
Do you know a member who deserves to be
recognized for their volunteer work and dedication
to OPPI? Consider nominating them for a Member
Service Award! OPPI's Member Service Awards
recognize extraordinary service to the Institute by
OPPI's volunteer leadership.
This can also include honouring a member for their
accumulated service over a long period of time,
performing a key or integral role with a special project or program, and representing OPPI and
the planning profession extraordinarily well in a provincial or national forum.
The deadline for nominations is June 1. To submit a nomination, visit OPPI's website for more
information and to fill out the nomination form.
Let your colleagues know you appreciate their hard work and dedication to OPPI. Don't let this
opportunity to honour a special volunteer member of OPPI with this deserving recognition pass
by. Nominate a Member today!

Share Your Home Office Setup/Happy Place with OPPI
Each week we want to share a little bit of good news with members. OPPI is asking members
to snap photos of their work space (at home or elsewhere) or of their happy place and provide
a sentence or two describing what makes your space or happy place so great. Please email
your photos and information to communications@ontarioplanners.ca and we will share it each
week. Selected members will receive some OPPI swag as a thank you once the office reopens.
This week's photos come from OPPI's Director of Finance
and Administration, Robert Fraser.

"My home office is right in front of my apartment balcony
window. Now that I am not dealing with the Eglinton
Crosstown construction noise at work, I now have it with
the construction of three condos being built beside our
apartment building. What I enjoy most is having plenty of
my favourite herbal tea and opening the balcony door to
get some fresh air, that is if it ever warms up outside!"

OPPI Job Postings
Targeted to planners, search the OPPI Job Ads to save you time and effort when looking for a
new position. Please see the current active postings below:
Junior and/or Intermediate Urban Planner/Designer - RG Consulting Inc. (full time)
Township Planner - Township of Amaranth (full time)
Land Use Planner/Project Manager (full time)

FOLLOW OPPI ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow OPPI for updates and information related to COVID-19.

ONTARIO PROFESSIONAL

CONTACT US

PLANNERS INSTITUTE
T: 416-483-1873 or 1-800-668-1448
234 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 201

F: 416-483-7830

Toronto, Ontario M4P 1K5
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