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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
You are receiving this eblast as OPPI has switched its monthly The Planner newsletter to a
weekly eblast. We will share the most important information and resources with members every
Tuesday. If you have any questions, suggestions and ideas, please contact us at
info@ontarioplanners.ca.

Here's What You Need to Know Right Now

Member Updates for the Week of May 5
Here is what OPPI members need to know this week:
OPPI develops O. Reg 149/20 timeline guides for
members. With great help from MMAH staff and several
members of OPPI Council, two guides have been
developed - a quick guide and a more detailed guide outlining the impacts of O. Reg 149/20 to planning

timelines. Please see more information below in our
Member Resources section or visit our resource
webpage.
Don't forget to register for our May 7th webinar to
learn more about the key benefits of the Canada
Emergency Response Plan. OPPI's HR provider,
Pivotal Integrated HR Solutions, highlights the key
benefits found within the Canada Emergency Response
Plan. More information can be found below in our
Legislative Update section or members can click here to
register for the webinar.
OPPI is changing the lineup for Y Magazine in 2020 and 2021 and is looking for
article ideas! Our fall 2020 issue will now focus on r esiliency and recovery from COVID19 and what comes after. This means our Truth and Reconciliation issue will kick off
2021 as the Winter issue. OPPI is putting a call out to members for article ideas for this
new issue! More information can be found below in the Other OPPI news section.
OPPI's 2020 Member Service Award Nominations Now Open! Do you know a
member who deserves to be recognized for their volunteer work and dedication to OPPI?
Consider nominating them for a Member Service Award! More information can be found
below in the Other OPPI News section.
Keep your contact info up-to-date! With many members working from home during
this period, OPPI recommends that members keep their contact information and member
profiles up-to-date to ensure you receive timely communications from OPPI.
OPPI wants to thank members for your assistance and patience during this time as we focus on
providing the information you need to do your jobs. If you have any questions and suggestions
about this weekly eblast, please contact OPPI at info@ontarioplanners.ca.

OPPI Continuous Professional Learning
After Isolation: Urban Planning and the COVID-19 Pandemic
Returning to the status quo should not, must
not, be an option after COVID-19. Planning
needs to be tuned to the demands of a
changing reality with opportunities beyond the
inequalities, polarizations and fragmentations
we have built into our cities in past
generations. There is no other way.
Read more in our May blog post "After
Isolation: Urban Planning and the COVID-19
Pandemic" by Sean Hertel, RPP and Dr. Roger Keil on where the planning profession can
focus its energy in the recovery phase of COVID-19 and beyond.

Planning for Innovation and Technology: what's next for us,

planners?

OPPI is a promotional partner for this event. What do innovation clusters, open data, smart
technology in parks and open spaces and contactless payments all have in common? These
issues all present challenges for practicing urban planners. Join us for a lunch-time discussion
on Monday, May 11th, on these topics informed by the final graduate research projects
completed at the School of Urban and Regional Planning at Ryerson University.
In this session, moderated by Dr. Pamela Robinson MCIP RPP, Director and Professor at
SURP, Masooma Ali, Danielle Lenarcic Biss, Santessa Henriques, and Hayley Oleksiak will
also share their research findings and offer insights for what’s next for planners. Then we’ll
have time for a Q&A.
Members of the Ontario Professional Planners Institute (OPPI) who participate in this session
may be entitled to claim learning units under the Continuous Professional Learning (CPL)
program. Please consult the CPL Program Guide for further information.
REGISTER TODAY

Join OPPI's Online Book Club!
Big things are happening at the OPPI online
Book Club; so if you haven’t joined yet, it’s
never too late to do so. There’s no cost to
being a member, and OPPI members may
claim Continuous Professional Learning units
for the reading and weekly online
discussions. To join the club please visit the
OPPI Book Club on LinkedIn.
For the month of May we will be sharing a
new recommended podcast episode each
week for people to listen to and share their opinions on. The first curated podcast selection will
be posted in the LinkedIn group on May 3 rd, and a new one will follow each Sunday in May

thereafter.
Our next read will start in early June. We will announce the title in mid-May, so that people can
get the book in time for our June start date. The book will be widely available through a number
of online retailers and as an e-book (Kindle) and as an audiobook (Audible) to facilitate easy
access, since many brick and mortar book stores may be closed. Many local libraries also have
online platforms such as Hoopla, so you may be able to find books for free that way as well. We
aim to read a chapter a week, with a new weekly discussion posted each Sunday on the
LinkedIn group.

ICYMI: Resilient Communities in Northern Ontario

As members start to think about what recovery could look like, resiliency and readiness will be
the central themes for many communities now and post-pandemic.
OPPI would like to share previous webinars and Conference sessions to access during this
pandemic period like the "Resilient Communities in Northern Ontario" panel discussion from
OPPI18.
This panel-style discussion explores ways to achieve resilient communities. Panellists will
highlight how to plan in economically challenged municipalities with low growth rates while
maintaining community resiliency and readiness. They will share stories of cooperation, shared
challenges and collective responses.
Log in to our Digital Learning portal to view this and many other webinars, listen to
podcasts...and so much more!
VISIT DIGITAL LEARNING AND WATCH NOW

Legislative Corner Updates

OPPI Webinar: Understanding the Key benefits of the Canada
Emergency Response Plan with Pivotal Integrated HR Solutions
On Thursday, May 7, 2020, from 10:45 to 11:45 a.m.,
join Mike Salveta, President of Pivotal Integrated HR
Solutions, OPPI's human resources firm, for a one-hour
webinar where members can learn about the key
benefits provided by the Federal Government under its
Canada Emergency Response Plan, and how these can
benefit you and your business.
Some of the key topics that will be covered include:
Avoiding layoffs and rehiring employees
Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy
Temporary 10% Wage Subsidy
Extending the work-sharing program
Support for self-employed individuals
Canada Emergency Response Benefit
Deferral of Sales Tax Remittance and Customs Duty payments until June
More time to pay income taxes
Students and recent graduates
Suspend repayment and interest on Canada Student Loans and Canada
Apprentice Loan
Save your spot for this informative webinar and register by clicking on the button below.
REGISTER TODAY

Province Unveils Guiding Principles to Reopen Ontario
On April 27th, the Ontario government released
A Framework for Reopening our Province,
which outlines the criteria Ontario's Chief
Medical Officer of Health and health experts will
use to advise the government on the loosening
of emergency measures, as well as guiding
principles for the safe, gradual reopening of
businesses, services and public spaces. Please
visit the Government of Ontario's website for more information on this framework. A link to this
framework can also be found on OPPI's COVID-19 resource webpage for members.
On May 1, Ontario announced a list of certain businesses allowed to reopen under strict safety
guidelines. Of the businesses listed, and the ones more applicable to planners include:

additional essential construction projects (shipping and logistics, broadband,
telecommunications, and digital infrastructure, any other project that supports the improved
delivery of goods and services, municipal projects, colleges and universities, child care centres,
schools; and site preparation, excavation, and servicing for institutional, commercial, industrial
and residential development), golf courses to prepare courses for the upcoming season, and
marinas to prepare for recreational boating.

Ontario Accepting Proposals for Temporarily Changing Rules and
Regulations
On April 28th, the Ontario government launched the COVID-19: Tackling the Barriers website
to help businesses overcome the unique challenges created by the global pandemic.
Businesses working to retool their operations to produce health-related products, or those that
want to continue their operations in this new environment of physical distancing, can submit
any potential roadblocks to the website. The province is prepared to allow temporary changes
to provincial rules and regulations in order to remove any barriers that are hindering business
and negatively impacting Ontario's supply chain.

Federal Government Launches Canada Emergency Commercial Rent
Assistance Program
Last week, the federal government announced an agreement with the provinces and territories
to implement the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) for small
businesses. This program will lower rent by 75 per cent for small businesses that have been
affected by COVID-19.
The program will provide forgivable loans to qualifying commercial property owners to cover
50% of three monthly rent payments that are payable by eligible small business tenants who
are experiencing financial hardship during April, May, and June. More information will be
available in mid-May but members can access Canada's COVID-19 Economic Response Plan
webpage for details.

Regulations Open for Comment
Ontario's Environmental Registry website has posted an important notice temporarily exempting
ministries from the minimum 30-day consultation requirements to post proposals for acts,
regulations, policies and instruments to the Environmental Registry. OPPI will continue to
monitor the registry website and provide items open for comment, when available.
We know members are busy working through other priorities, but for those who can provide
comments the following regulatory items are open for public comment (deadlines in brackets):
Proposal to identify and protect a corridor of land for future electricity infrastructure in the
Greater Toronto Area (May 7, 2020)
Proposed agricultural land use amendment for Hearst and Kapuskasing (May 15, 2020)
Proposed amendments to Ontario Regulation 244/97 and the Aggregate Resources of
Ontario Provincial Standards under the Aggregate Resources Act (May 15, 2020)
New Statement of Environmental Values for Ministry of Infrastructure (May 25, 2020)

Frequently Asked Questions
Each week we will share questions received from the membership with answers (if we have
them). When we don't have the answer, we will open it up to you to share any best practices
and solutions you've found that work. We will share all of these answers, solutions and
everything else with members and a complete list can be found on our resource webpage in
the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) section.

Q: Will OPPI Waive or Reduce CPL Requirements for 2020?
A: The decision to reduce or even waive the CPL requirement
for the year does not rest with OPPI. As a national standard, a
joint decision by all the Provincial and Territorial Institutes and
Associations (PTIAs) is required. The PTIAs are expected to
convene soon to discuss this, but for now we encourage
members to continue with CPL as in any other year.
As we think about the future, how to create resilient
communities, we need to continue to sharpen our skills,
leverage our collective knowledge and adapt to the ever
evolving needs of the public. OPPI published a blog post discussing why CPL is more important
now than ever.
As OPPI continues to support members during this period, we will continue to promote CPL
activities and opportunities so members can stay up-to-date. This includes Digital
Learning, Planning Exchange Blog, Y Magazine, and the Indigenous Planning Perspectives
Task Force Report and resource list.

Member Resources
Each week we will share resources with members for your benefit and interest. If you have any
resources, best practices or guides you would like to share with members, please contact OPPI
at info@ontarioplanners.ca and we will feature it in this weekly newsletter and add it to our
resource list.

OPPI Develops O. Reg 149/20 Timeline Guides for Members
On April 14, 2020, Bill 189, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Support and Protection Act, 2020 was
passed. Shortly after the passage of Bill 189, O. Reg 149/20 was issued. Based on member
feedback, and working with MMAH staff, OPPI developed two guides for members to reference
the timelines impacted by O. Reg 149/20 - a quick guide for the most relevant information you
need immediately and a more detailed guide that provides more information on the impacts of

Bill 189 and O. Reg 149/20. Thank you to MMAH for their assistance with the development of
this resource. As a reminder to members, these guides are not meant to represent a legal
interpretation. A PDF copy of the guides can be found here.
Bill 189 O. Reg 149/20 Quick Timeline Guide
Bill 189 O. Reg 149/20 Detailed Timeline Guide
Members can also visit OPPI's COVID-19 resource webpage for a complete list of resources
and information, including this guide.

City of Ottawa Consolidation of Process Changes for Staff
OPPI would like to thank the City of Ottawa for sharing a condensed document provided to staff
that consolidates several processes the City is now undertaking as a result of COVID-19. It
may help members working in municipalities or with municipal clients as they develop new
internal processes. For example, the City of Ottawa is accepting Electronic Fund Transfers
(ETFs) and converted to digital signatures.
Members can also visit OPPI's COVID-19 resource webpage for a complete list of resources
and information, including this resource.

Planning During and After the Age of COVID-19 Article
OPPI would like to thank George McKibbon for sharing his article originally published in the
Western New York APA Editorial Board newsletter titled Planning During and After the Age of
COVID-19.
As members read this article, if you have any feedback to share, please reach out
to communications@wnyapa.com. OPPI has approached George to write an article for our
Planning Exchange Blog on this subject and any feedback received by OPPI and the WNY
APA will be shared with George to inform his blog post.

Other OPPI News
OPPI Announces 2020 Member Service Award Nominations

As members recall, OPPI postponed its PlanON Awards program for this year choosing to
launch in 2021. OPPI's Member Service Awards became part of this program, but given the
hard work members are undertaking, this is an opportunity to celebrate by recognizing and
showing our appreciation to those members in our Districts who deserve it.
Do you know a member who deserves to be recognized for their volunteer work and dedication
to OPPI? Consider nominating them for a Member Service Award! OPPI's Member Service
Awards recognize extraordinary service to the Institute by OPPI's volunteer leadership.
This can also include honouring a member for their accumulated service over a long period of
time, performing a key or integral role with a special project or program, and representing OPPI
and the planning profession extraordinarily well in a provincial or national forum.
The deadline for nominations is June 1. To submit a nomination, visit OPPI's website for more
information and to fill out the nomination form.
Let your colleagues know you appreciate their hard work and dedication to OPPI. Don't let this
opportunity to honour a special volunteer member of OPPI with this deserving recognition pass
by. Nominate a Member today!

OPPI Announces Changes to Y Magazine Lineup for 2020 and 2021
Originally, the next issue of Y Magazine was going to
focus on the very important topic of Truth and
Reconciliation. We will return to this topic in 2021 and
bring you the stories and perspectives you need to hear
and know about.
Y Magazine cannot ignore what is happening in
communities here and around the world. The world
doesn’t operate within a vacuum and neither does

planning. Despite all the challenges faced globally, and
the dark days experienced by families dealing with
terrible loss, the stress our frontline healthcare and
emergency responders, grocery store workers, and all
essential workers have faced during the COVID-19
pandemic, there is hope around the corner. Humanity is
resilient and we will recover. If there is a profession that
is well equipped to lead communities out from these
dark days, it is the planning profession and Ontario's
Registered Professional Planners.
Our next issue of Y Magazine focuses on the examples
of resiliency and how and what we should be thinking
about as we recover from the COVID-19
pandemic. OPPI is seeking article ideas, topics and
interview subjects to explore for this issue. Members interested in getting involved can
contact OPPI's Editor, Carolyn Camilleri, by email at editor@ontarioplanners.ca.

Share Your Home Office Setup/Happy Place with OPPI
Each week we want to share a little bit of good news with members. OPPI is asking members
to snap photos of their work space (at home or elsewhere) or of their happy place and provide
a sentence or two describing what makes your space or happy place so great. Please email
your photos and information to communications@ontarioplanners.ca and we will share it each
week. Selected members will receive some OPPI swag as a thank you once the office reopens.
This week's photos come from OPPI's Education Manager, Ryan Des Roches. "Before the
work day starts, I make an effort to do a high intensity interval training workout on my road bike,
which is connected to an indoor trainer in my basement. Not a happy place, but a great place
to start the day. I actually have two “home office” locations: a more standard desk in the
basement, with a PC and dual monitor making it a perfect spot for multitasking, and what has
essentially become my “go-to” spot during this extended absence from the OPPI office; my
dining room table. Plenty of natural light from nearby windows, coffee close by, and occasional
visits from my cat Asha and dog Bruce."

OPPI Job Postings
Targeted to planners, search the OPPI Job Ads to save you time and effort when looking for a
new position. Please see the current active postings below:
Junior and/or Intermediate Urban Planner/Designer - RG Consulting Inc. (full time)
Director of Planning and Development - Municipality of Brighton (full time)
Municipal Specialist Planner - FONTUR International (contract)
Senior Urban Planner - DIALOG (full time)
Manager of Planning - Thames Valley District School Board (full time)
Intermediate Planner (Community Planning) - Halton Region (full time)
Intermediate Planner - Toronto Lands Corporation (full time)
Senior Planner - Development - City of Burlington (full time)
Planner - Municipality of Hastings Highlands (full time)
Township Planner - Township of Amaranth (full time)
Land Use Planner/Project Manager (full time)

FOLLOW OPPI ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow OPPI for updates and information related to COVID-19.

ONTARIO PROFESSIONAL

CONTACT US

PLANNERS INSTITUTE
T: 416-483-1873 or 1-800-668-1448
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